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BOOK The Liberals went out leaving Anglo-German relations in
^ XII:][' ' a state of chronic inflammation. How unpleasant they had
1897-98. kecome Chamberlain did not suspect until he looked into the
confidential papers. Another malign factor must not be forgotten,
though it lies apart from the main theme of these pages and
can only be mentioned. Very shortly after the Unionist
Government took over Salisbury personally fell into the
Kaiser's bad graces and under dark suspicion at the Wil-
helmstrasse. They assumed absurdly that he plotted to hasten
a break-down of the Ottoman Empire, whereas his real purpose
was to avert by agreements beforehand the armed conflicts
which otherwise would follow a collapse ultimately inevitable.1
Thus when Chamberlain came back to office in the summer of
1895 as Colonial Secretary, he found himself in a position
peculiarly exposed to controversy with Berlin. He is still
emphatically for German friendship, if he can have it on re-
ciprocal terms. The fates are adverse. We have seen that the
Jameson Raid itself was not more infatuated than the series of
impulses to which it excited William II.
From this turning-point up to the Queen's Jubilee and to the
simultaneous African and Asiatic perils not long after, Chamber-
lain appears to Germans in two aspects. They see him as the
impelling force of British Imperialism; as the unwelcome ad-
vocate of federation and closer commercial union of the Empire;
as the hardest man they have met in colonial negotiations. But
also as a statesman whose political stature has "rather risen
above Lord Salisbury's head".2
When the Prime Minister fails to encourage the hint of pos-
sible German annexations in China, the Kaiser writes: "We shall
get nothing willingly, but only what we can take for ourselves
with an armed fist".3 Somewhat later, in accordance with the
recommendations of the Colonial Conference during the Jubilee,
Lord Salisbury "denounces", in the technical sense, the old
Belgian and German treaties which prevented the Colonies from
giving preference to the mother country, The Kaiser's indigna-
1  Erich   Brandenburg,    Von   Bis-        3 Ibid.  p.   27,  footnote   (Kaiser's
march zum Weltkriege, pp. 62-65.            marginal comment on a letter from
2  Gro&se Politik, vol. xiii. pp. 16-18    Hatzfeldt  to  Hohenlohe,   May   12,
(Hatzfeldt to Hohenlohe, April 22,     1897).
1897).